Corporate Volunteering
in Swiss Parks
An Introduction

Our Mission: To protect and preserve Switzerland‘s natural beauty
Our Nature Parks are characterized by unspoilt landscapes, a rich biodiversity and an abundance of
culture. Our mission is to maintain these landscapes of outstanding beauty and to promote the
sustainable economic development of the park regions. By volunteering, you support the Swiss Parks
directly and help to maintain and protect these valuable landscapes...

Where we work...

Currently 9 of the 19 nature
parks are open to volunteers.
The choice is yours…

What to expect on a typical volunteering day...
A day of volunteering will include physical labour, educational inputs,
exciting encounters with nature and sampling of delicious, local
delicacies to make for an enriching experience. Typically, the schedule
looks something like this:
Morning
 Volunteers arrive at a central meeting point
 Welcome & introduction to the park
 Transfer to the site followed by briefings
 Work commences
 Short breaks throughout the day
 Lunch on-site comprising regional products
Afternoon
 Work continues with educational inputs
 Afternoon breaks and snacks
 Transfer back to the meeting point
 Volunteers depart
Timing: 8:30am – 5.30pm approximately

What do we expect from our
volunteers?
An enthusiasm for working outdoors, a
good level of physical fitness and
surefootedness. We work in all weather
conditions!

What should you bring with you?
 Solid shoes for walking / trekking
 Depending on the weather: sun cream, sun hat,
sunglasses or rain clothes, cap, wellies
 A pair of long trousers
 Gloves for working outdoors (if you have them)
 Water bottle (at least 1 liter)
 Small backpack

What sorts of tasks do we do?
(depending on season and park)











Trimming of bushes on greens and moors
Maintenance of hedges
Thinning-out and upgrading of forest edges
Construction of small structures to serve as
nesting sites or shelter for the many amphibians,
reptiles and small mammals
Maintenance of stone walls
Picking up of wood
Creation and maintenance of small ponds
Tearing of Neophytes
Working in environmentally valuable orchards
and vineyards

Money Matters...
A day in our parks does come at a small cost: We look for a suitable site including
reconnoitring the area. We provide security, and organize tools, transportation and food.
We develop a detailed program and provide the professionals who will be looking after
your employees during the day. The price for a full day, incl. meals (morning & afternoon
snack & lunch comprising regional products) amounts to CHF 115 per person for 30
people. We would be very happy to send you a proposal...

We cover the cost of all necessary tools and materials. As token of our appreciation, you
will receive a small gift from our park...

What will you gain?
Organisation & Sustainability
Our specialists plan and carry out each project professionally
and in a well-organised, structured manner. We ensure that
each event meets the high sustainability standards of Swiss
Parks and runs in accordance with strict safety regulations.
Experience & Teamwork
During our projects physical labour, educational inputs,
exciting encounters and delicious food make for a varied
and exciting programme. Working together creates a good
atmosphere and motivation, and serves to strengthen
cohesion amongst your employees.
Environmental Awareness
Participants will learn about ecological relationships in nature
and build up their environmental awareness.
Impact
As an individual, you have a passion for nature and are
committed to the preservation of the most beautiful natural
and cultural landscapes of Switzerland. Through participation
in one of our projects, you also support mountain farmers,
small family businesses and dedicated local conservation
organizations.

What are our shared responsibilities?
Us:
 Organisation and coordination of the entire day
 Choosing sites, and providing tools and instructors
 Detailed planning and preparation of the day
 Supervision, safety and on-site management
You:
 Managing internal communication and registration
 Sending us complete participant lists in advance of the event

Why choose us?
 Swiss Parks offers access to exclusive locations set in beautiful natural and cultural landscapes
 Choose from a variety of parks throughout Switzerland, in unqiue geographical settings and each with
different needs
 We design and organize tailor-made volunteering programs that can easily be combined with other
activities, e.g. seminars, team-building exercises or excursions to important natural or cultural sites.
 We guarantee an unforgettable culinary experience with the chance to sample products from the
region.

“Fantastic organisation! We would never
have been able to organise such a quality
day without the support of the park team.”
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Feedback from volunteers (Evaluations from 2013 – 2017)
The majority of attendees gave us the highest possible score:
“excellent”
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Gregor Sölch
Team leader Credit Suisse

“We are looking for activities that have
an effect in the long run and provide a
nice experience for our employees. The
park team’s programme totally convinced
us and their enthusiasm is contagious.
We are looking forward to organizing
another corporate day with the park team!”

Ursula Darmstaedter
Swisscom Corporate Responsibility

“The tasks companies do during their
corporate days provide invaluable help. As a
small family business, we don’t have the
resources to do this.”
Mountain farmer
Parc Ela

“What an awesome experience! The
whole team (and our muscles as well)
loved the programme. It was extremely
varied: we had lots of movement, received
a great deal of information and ate delicious
specialities. What a great way to get away
from the office for a day!”

Marcel Zuber
UBS-Volunteer

We are grateful for your support of Swiss Parks

Contact:
We support you in planning and structuring
your volunteering day. Please do not hesitate to
contact us for more information!

Swiss Parks Network
Coordination Corporate Volunteering
Mail: volunteering@parks.swiss
Website: www.parks.swiss/volunteering

